
Bruno de Hezeta y Dudagoitia (1744-1807)
By James Walker

Bruno de Hezeta y Dudagoitia, a Spanish naval officer, commanded an expedition in March 1775
whose mission was to explore and extend Spanish hegemony to the Pacific Northwest.

On August 17, 1775, Hezeta became the first to map and record a written description of the
entrance to the Columbia River at observed latitude of 46° 11´: "a large bay that I named Bahia de
la Asunción." Hezeta's map names Cavo de San Roque, which corresponds to today's Cape
Disappointment (actual latitude 46º 17´), and Cavo Frondoso, which corresponds to Point Adams or
Tillamook Head. Hezeta wrote: "These currents and the seething waters [lead me] to believe that
[the bay] may be the mouth of some great river or some passage to another sea."

Unable to enter the bay because the crew was suffering from scurvy, the expedition returned to San
Blas, Mexico. Six journals of the expedition, including Hezeta's, were sent to Madrid, although the
Spanish policy of secrecy prevented publication of Hezeta's discovery.

Hezeta had a distinguished military career, but he never returned to the Pacific Northwest. Heceta
Head and Heceta Banks are named after him.
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