
City of Idanha
By Bob Reinhardt

Fifty-five miles east of Salem on Oregon State Highway 22, the town of Idanha has long been
associated with travelers along this part of the North Santiam River. The Santiam Kalapuya passed
through in pursuit of food and trade, as did Euro American fur trappers.

The Oregon Pacific Railroad, which was originally intended to extend east to Idaho, arrived in 1890,
when bankruptcy stopped construction. The end of the line became a starting-off point for fishing
and hunting excursions. Travelers came to Muskrat Camp, as the place was originally known, and
stayed at the hotel, whose proprietor chose the name Idanha after a well-known mineral water
brand bottled in Soda Springs, Idaho.

Trees became more important than tourism by the end of the century, when timber baron Andrew
B. Hammond of Montana invested heavily in mills, lumber camps, and the Oregon Pacific Railroad.
After the death of Hammond and his businesses during the Great Depression, Idanha became
home to Mary’s Creek, a Civilian Conservation Corps camp.

Government investment continued into the 1940s and 1950s with construction of Highway 22 and
the Detroit Dam. The highway and Forest Service logging roads in the Willamette National Forest
facilitated growth in Idanha’s timber industry, with local and international firms establishing mills.
Efforts to protect public lands from over-logging led to mill closures by the mid-1990s.

While logging continued into the twenty-first century, Idanha returned to tourism, catering to those
in search of outdoor recreation and passers-by on their way to Detroit Lake, Hoodoo Ski Resort,
and cities in central and western Oregon.
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